June 27th, 2005

Leonie, Gavin and Nadine
Well, HK now has a new CE. Donald Tsang was formally sworn in as CE on Friday in The Great Hall of the People in Beijing. I think he will do a better job than Tung Chee-hua. Mr Tung did not want to consult with or deal with the public; in fact, he probably considered the public to be a nuisance and an interference. Tsang seems to be just the opposite, and has already mentioned that he will get more people from the community to sit on advisory committees. 

Yesterday saw the first Rugby test between NZ and the (British and Irish) Lions, which was held in Christchurch. The ABs hammered the Lions winning decisively by 21 – 3. From all that is written on the Rugby websites, the AB performance was very impressive, especially in spite of the weather, which had rain in the first half and hail in the second! The Lions also lost three key players through injury. The captain was stretchered off after just 90 seconds with a dislocated shoulder. It was alleged that this was caused by a banned ‘spear tackle’, i.e. when a player grabs an opponent, turns him upside down and dumps him headfirst into the ground. It turned out that this was not the reason. In Argentina, South Africa won the world Under-21 Rugby title, beating Australia in the final. 

The weather in the past week has again been terrible. Heavy rains and thunderstorms every day of the week. At times, places were getting about 4 or 5 inches in an hour or so. June is, on average, the month with the highest rainfall. A lot of flooding mainly in the northern NT and on HK Island. The extensive flood control system being built in the NT is still not completed so low-lying areas are still subject to flooding. However, it has been worse in the south and southeast of China. Severe flooding. In some towns, floodwaters reached up three storeys. The number of deaths is approaching a thousand! 

In spite of the weather, I managed to get swims on four days. On Thursday, I was working in the gym when a guy told me a thunderstorm was coming and that if I wanted a swim I should go then. So I went straightaway. I was thinking I might get about 5 laps (300 metres). Got those so kept going 5 at a time and actually ended up doing 2.5 km before having to get out. Did 6 km for the week. 

Not a good week for breathing. Have had niggling problems for the whole week. Also, one evening had another bout of diarrhoea.

Did you hear about the 95-year old Japanese man who set a world record in the 100 metres for the 95 - 99 age group? Set a time of 22.04 s, nearly 2 seconds faster than previous record, a time that not many younger people would be able achieve. Saw his run on TV. He was the only one in the race – well, I suppose it is not easy to get enough people of that age to compete. 

Remember that item on synaesthesia I referred to last week. Here are the answers to the question:

Shapes:

Answers most people gave:             kicklick                           rolopolo   

‘Kicklick’ has a sort of ‘sharp’ sound, which matches the sharp edges of the object, while ‘rolopolo’ seems to have a rolling kind of sound and matches the curved object. Interesting. 
That seems to be it for now.
Cheers
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